a5 By the Ning. 


A Proclamation touchin g Tobacco. 


Hereas Our moſt deare Father, of bleſſed memory, deceaſed, 


koꝛ many weighty and impoztant reaſons of State, and at the humble 
!! ſuitof his Commons in Parliament, did herctofoze publiſh two ſeue⸗ 
A rall pꝛoclamations the one bearing date the nine and twentieth day 

of September, in the two # twentieth peere of his Highneſle Keigne 
ol England, France, and Ireland, and of Scotland the eight and fiftieth, and 
the other the ſecond dap of March then next following, by both of 
themptterly pꝛohibiting the impoꝛtation # vſe ofall Tobacco, which 
is not ofthe pꝛoper growth of the Colomes of Virginia, and the Sommer- 
] llands, 82 one of them, with ſuch Cauttons and vnder ſuch Paines and 
Penalties, as are in thoſe P2oclamations at large expꝛeſled. 

And whereas Our lapd Father, by another Pꝛotlamation bearing date the thirtiethdayof De⸗ 
tember, in the ſeuenteenth veere of his Highnelle Reigne of Eogland, did ſtraitly charge all and 
cuery perſon oꝛ perlons, of what degree oꝛ condition ſoeuer, that they (ſhould not from the ſecond 
day of Febꝛuary then next following, pꝛelume to Sowe, Set, oꝛ Plaut, oz cauſe to be ſowen, ſet, 
52 planted within this Realme of England, oz Dominion of Walcs,any loꝛt oz kinde of Tobacco 
;vhatſoeucr., and that they, o2 any of them ſhould not maintaine and continue any old Stockes 
o Plants of Tobacco fozmerly ſowen oz planted, but ſhould foozthwith deſtroy and roote vp 
the lame. 

a And wheras doe, finding the ſaid Pꝛotlamations to be grounded vpon many weighty reaſons 
and conſiderations, did ſince Our Acteſſe to Our Crowne, by Dur Pꝛotlamation lately publi- 
d renew and confirme the laid foꝛmer pꝛohibitions: Neuertheleſſe,becauſethetmmoderate 


delt of taking of Tobacco hath ſo farre pꝛeuailed in theſe Our Kingdomes, as that it can-⸗ 


not on a ſodaine bee vtterly ſuppꝛeſſed, and the difference, oꝛ at leaſt, the opinion of difference 
betwrene Spaniſh oꝛ fozreine Tobacco , and Tobacco ofthe Plantations of Virginia, and of Our 
owne Dommions, is ſuch , that Our Subiects can hardly be induced totally to fozfake the Spa- 
niſh Tobacco:whereby it commeth to paſſe, That where Wee were Willing to haue ſuffered loſſe 
in Our Cuſtomes,lo as the ſayd foꝛreigne Tobacco might haue been kept ont, the ſame is lecretly, 
and by ſtealth bought in in great quantities, and many great quantities of Tobacco are ſet and 
lo wen within this Our Realme of England and Dominion of Wales, and ſo the milchiefe, intended 
to be redꝛeſled, is not auoided, and yet Dur Reuenue in Dur Cuſtomes is much diminiched. 

Wee therefoze, taking into Dur Pꝛincely conſideration as wel the pꝛeſent eſtate of theſe times, 
aud how many impoztantneceſſities doe at this inſtant pꝛeſſe Us, that by all good meanes wee 
(ould huſband Dur Reuenue to the belt , and alſo conſidering the many inconuenientes which 
doe and will ariſe, both to Our ſelues and to Dur Subiects, by the lecret tmpoztation of Spa- 
mh Tobacto, and planting of Englich Tobacco, whereby diners of Dur Subiects haue taken 
liberty to themſelues, foꝛ the deſire of pꝛiuate gaine, without reſpect tothe publique, tomakeſuch 
frequent ſale ofthe lame, as that thereby not onely Our Plantations abꝛoad are much hindered, 
but Our Cuſtomes allo are much impayzed, Wee haue thought fit, by the aduite of Pur Com- 
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miſſioners foꝛ Our Renenue , as Our firlt part of pꝛoceeding concerning Tobacco, toreſtran... 
wholly the planting of Tobacco within theſe Dur Realmes, oꝛ any the Jles thereto belonging, 
and to foꝛbid the impoꝛtation of fozretne Tobacco. And yet to giue way to the infirmitie of Pur 
Subiects ko: the pꝛelent, by the allowing the impoꝛtation oflome ſmal quantity of Spaniſh oꝛ foz- 
reine Tobacco, not being of the growth of the Engliſh Plantations, not exceeding the quantitie of 
fiftie thouſand weight in any one peere to bee bꝛought in by Our owne Commiſſioners onely, 
and to Our owne particular vſc onely,and not other wiſe. 

And to the end that the extraoꝛdinary liberty now taken may be reſtrained, the ſaidColonies 
92 plantations not hindered, noꝛ Our Selfe deceined in Our @1ſtomes, Wee haue likewile by 
the adnice afoꝛeſaid, thoughtit requiſite , to implop lome perſons of truſt and qualitie to be Our 
Commnſſttoners in this Seruite, to, and foꝛ Our owne p2oper vic, and vpon actompt to be giuen 
to Us koꝛ the lame. 

Wee doe therekoꝛe hereby publiſh aud declare Dur Royall will and pleaſure, that, notwith⸗ 
ſtanding the leuerall Pꝛoclamations befoze mentioned, Be are well contented to giue Way to the 
unpoꝛtation and ſale of ſo much Spamlh and fozreine Tobacco, as (hall not exceedethe quanti⸗ 
tie offifty thouſand weight in any one yeere, as ato:clatd, and that the (ame ſhall bee Our owne 
Merchandiſe and Commodity, and be managed and diſpoſed of by Our owne Commiſſioners, 
92 ſuch as they ſhall appoint foꝛ Our ble, and not otherwile. 

And, betauſe that no man ſhall pꝛeſume, by colour ofthis Dur Licence 02 toleration, to impoꝛt 

any other, oꝛ greater quantity of Spaniſh oꝛ foꝛreine Tobacco , no2 vtter oꝛ put the ſame to ſale, 
to the pꝛeindite of Dur Serumice herebp eſpecially intended, and to the ouerthꝛowof Our Colo- 
mes and Plantations abꝛoad, Wee doe hereby ſtraitly charge and command, that no man other 
then Our owne Comunſſioners, foꝛ Our owne pꝛoper ble, pꝛeſume to impoꝛt any fozreine To⸗ 
bacto into Dur Realmes of England oz Ireland, oz any parts thereof. 

And foꝛ their better aſſiſtance therin and the pꝛeuention of all abuſes, Wee haue thought fit, and 
ſo oꝛdaine, nd doe by theſe pꝛelents publiſh Dur Royall pleaſure, That all Tobacco that ſhall 
from hencefooꝛth be impoꝛted into this Our Realme of England, whether it be Spaniſh,o2 ofthe 
growth of Virginia, the Sommer-lJands, oꝛ the Welt. Indies, 02 other adiateut Jlands, beetng Engliſh 
Plantations, ſhall be bzought into Our Poꝛt of London onely : Allo that there ſhall bee thzee 
leuerall Seales kept by Our Commiſſioners in ſome conuenient plate, where they (ſhall appoint, 
vnder thꝛee lockes, whereokthꝛee of Dur Comtinſſioners ſhall keepe thꝛee ſenerall Keyes, wher⸗ 
with both all ſuch foꝛrein Tobacco,as ſhalbe ſo impoꝛted, as afoꝛeſaid, as alſo ſuch other Tobacco 
ofthe growthof Virginia, and the Sommer-llands, and other the ſaid Plantations as (hall be impoꝛ⸗ 
ted, ſhall be ſealed , That is to ſay, foꝛ that of Virginia, and the Sommer-llands, a Seale engrauen 
with Our Armes and fo: that of the other Engliſh Plantations, a Scale engrauen wich a Lion 
and a Crowne, and foꝛ the other foꝛreine Tobacco, a Seale engrauen with a bꝛoad Arrow arida 
Poꝛtcullice, without paying any thing fo: the ſealing of the Tobacco of Virginia and Sommer-Iland<s, 
and other the ſaid Plantattons, but onely what the parties themlelues ſhall thinke fit to allow fo? 


the ſealers paines, ware, and thꝛeed. | 
And we doc hereby will and Command, that no perſon o2 perſons whatſoeuer, whether Dem- 


zen, o: Stranger, oꝛ boꝛne within anp of Dur Realms o2 Domimions doe pꝛeſume, attempt, oꝛ goc 
about to counterfeit the ſaid Seales, oꝛ any of them, and that no perlon oz perſons whatloeuer, 
other then Our Commiſſioners, their deputie oꝛ deputies doe pꝛeſume, attempt, 02 goc about to 
impoꝛt any Spaniſh oꝛ foꝛreine Tobacco whatloeuer, oꝛ to bup, vtter oꝛ ſellanp Tobacco, of what 
loꝛt ſocuer, but ſuch as the Roule thereof ſhall be ſealed with one of the Seales afoꝛeſaid, oꝛ to 
::11pozt any other, 02 greater quantitie of Spaniſh Tobacco, then the ſatd fiftie thouſand weight 
onely in any one peere, 02 to lo we, let, oꝛ plant, oꝛ caule to be ſo wen, ſet, 02 planted in any of his, oꝛ 
their grounds, auy Tobacco whatloeuer, within Dur Realmesof England, oz Ireland, oꝛ Dom: 
mon of Wales, oꝛ any Jſles oꝛ plates belonging thereto. oz perinit , oz ſuffer any old ſtockes foz- 
nerly ſet to continue, vpon paine of foꝛfeiture vnto Us, of all ſuch Zobacco as ſhall be impoꝛted, 
let, ſowen, planted, ſuffered, vttered, oꝛ put to ſale, contrary to the true meaning ok theſe pzeſents, 
and to haue the ſame Engliſh Tobacco vtterly deſtroyed, in whoſe hands ſoeuer the ſame (hall be 
found, and vpon ſuch further paines and penalties, as by the Lawes and Statutes of this Pur 
Realme of England, o2 by the ſeueritie, oꝛ cenſure of Our Courtof Star-chamber, oꝛ by Qur Pꝛe⸗ 
rogatine Royall may be inflicted vpon the offenders foꝛ their contempt ofthis QurRoyall Com⸗ 
mand the one moitie of all which fines to be impoled bpon any the ſaid offeuders, Mee are gract- 
ouſly pleaſed ſhalbe beſtowed vpon the perſons that ſhall tnfozme againſt them foꝛ the ſame ; and 
that ſuch perſon oꝛ perſons as ſhall diſconer any planting of Tobacco within Our Realme of 
England, 02 other Our Realmes o2 Domimons, [hail haue his charges expended in following of 
Suite againſt the offendoꝛs, allowed out of Our part ofthe fines to be impoled, beſides his moitic 


akozeſaid. 


And further, that euery perſoit oꝛ perſons, that ſhall diſcouer the falſifying , o2counterieiting 
of any the Seales afoꝛeſaid, (Hall haue an hundꝛed Crowues fo2 ſuch his diſconery out of Our 
part of the fine to be unpoled fo2 the ſame, beſides the one moity foꝛ himlelke, as afoꝛeſaid. 

And koꝛ the better execution of Dur will and pleaſure, we doc hereby Command, all and ſin⸗ 
gular Cuſtomers, Comptrollers,Scarchers, Watters, and other Offiters, attending in all, and 
euery, oꝛ any of Dur £0:ts,Creckes,o: plates of ladung, o: viilading,fo2 the taking, collecting, oz 
receiuing of any ur Cuſtomes, Sublidies,02 other duties to take notice of this Our pleaſure, 

And We doe hereby command, and gie power andauthonty vnto Our laid Commiſſioners, 
and thoſe whom they ſhallthume fit to imploym Our ſaid keruice, audeuerp, o2any of theen from 
time to time, and at all tuncs when they ſhall thinke fitteſt,wvich a Conſtable, oꝛ other officer, to: 
their aſſiſtance to learch any ſhip, oꝛ other veſſell or bottome,uding or lying within any Bott, Va 
uen, o Creeke within their leuerall charge and place of attendance, fo2 all Tobacco, imported 
contrary to the intent of this Our Pꝛoclamation, and the lame being found, to ſeize and take to 
Dur ple, as alſo to take notice of the names, and appꝛehend the bringers in, and bupers ot the 
lame, to the end they may receme condeigne puniſhment for ther offence. 

And kurther, to take ſpectail care, that ns moꝛe of the ford Spanith,o2 other fozratne Tobacco, 
hall be impoꝛted, then the ſaid fiktythouland weight oncip, in any one peere, and that the lame be 
bꝛought uito Our Poꝛt of London oncly as afo:cſard, vpon paine that cucryofthe ſaid officers that 
Wall be found negligent, coꝛrupt, oꝛ remiſſc herein, ſhall loſe his plate, and entertamement aud vn⸗ 
dergot ſuch paines and penalties, as by the Laws, oꝛthe tenſure of Our laid Court of Star tham⸗ 
ber may be inflicted vpon them foꝛ the lame. 

Aud like wile We doe hereby oꝛdame, wul and appoint, that it ſhall and may be lawfuli, to and 
foꝛ Dur laid Commiſſioners, autho:iſed, as afoꝛeſaid, to impoꝛt the (aid fifty thouſand weight of 
Spaniſh oꝛ other foꝛraine Tobacco, by hin, oz themſelues, oꝛ his, oꝛ their deputy oz deputics with 
a Conſtable,o2 other officer foꝛ their aſſiſtance, to enter into any ſuſpected place oꝛ places, at ſuch 
time 02 times, as they ſhall thinke to be moſt conuenient and there to ſcarch, diſtouer, and finde out 
any Tobacco, impoꝛted, vttered, vlauted, ſet, ſowed, ſold oꝛ vented, not marked, o2 ſealed as afoze- 
laid, contraty tothe true meauing hereof, and all ſuch Tobacco lo found to ſeize, take away, c dif- 
pole of ⁊ the owners thereof, oꝛ in whoſe tuſtome the ſame ſhal be found, to infoꝛme, and tomplaine 
of, to the end they may receiue puniſhment, accozding to Our pleaſure herein befozedeclared. 

And further, We doe by theſe pꝛelents, will and require, all and ſingular Mayoꝛs, Sheriffes, 
Juſtices ot peate, Bailiffes, Cõſtables, Headbozoughs, Cuſtomers, Controllers, Searchers, wai⸗ 
ters, and all other our Officcrs, and Miniſters whatſoeuer, that they and euery of them, intheir 
ſeucrall places and offices be diligent and attendant in the crecution of this Our Pꝛotlamation. 

and alſo ayding and aſſiſting, to our ſaid Commiſſioners thereunto by Us appointed oz to be ap⸗ 
| pointed, and to their Deputies, as well in any ſearch) fo2 diſcouery of any act, oꝛ acts to bee 
| perfoꝛmed, contrary to the intent of theſe pzeſents,as otherwiſe in the domg, oꝛ cxecuting of ary 
| matter oz thing foꝛ the accompliſhment of this Our Royall Command. 

| Andlaſtly, Our will and pleaſure is, and We doe hereby, charge and command Our Atturney 

| generall, foꝛ the time being, to infoꝛme againſtſuch perſons in Our Court of Star-chamber, 92 

| Erxchequer-chamber,as thecaſe ſhall require from time to time, whoſe contempt and diſobedience 

againſt this Dur Royall Command, ſhall merit the cenſure oftheſe Courts. 


Giuen at Our Court at Whitchall, the ſeuenteenth day of Februarie, in the ſecond ycere of Our Reigneof 
Great Britaine, France, and Ireland. 


God hue the King. 3 
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